Task of the Church / Nurture of God’s People
   



            
           Lecture 5
Title: Pastoral Nurture/ Specialized Congregational Nurture
Purpose: To instruct the hearers that congregational nurture is a vital aspect of the church’s nurture and motivate them to do it.

Introduction

1. In our studies of the church’s task of nurturing itself, we are presently focusing upon congregational nurture. I have mentioned in our previous study that the bible presents two categories of this congregational nature: 1) General Congregational Nurture and 2) Specialized Congregational Nurture. In our previous session we considered general congregational nurture which principally includes: ministering God’s word to one another and praying for one another. Now we move to consider the second category of congregational nurture – specialized congregational nurture.   
2. And by specialized congregational nurture, what am I referring to? I am referring to the diverse gifts that the members of the church have received from God. If the church is to build itself up in love, then there must be the proper assessment and exercise of the gifts within the body of Christ for its growth and maturation.
3. Now, in dealing with this particularly subject, there are  five things that I must point out.
Trans: First...

I.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH HAS A PARTICULAR GIFT/S. 
A.
Biblical References – 1Pet 4:10 (READ); 1Cor 12:4-7 (READ).
A. Therefore, there is not one member of the church who not received a gift from God. Some may not be aware what that gift is, but one thing is sure. Each one has been given a special gift from God.
Trans: Secondly...
II.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN A GIFT/S FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
OF THE CHURCH.
A. Biblical Reference – 1Cor 12:7 (READ); 1Pet 4:10 (READ).
B. The gift/s that each member has received is not for personal consumption. There were never intended to be use only for personal reasons. They are given for the benefit of others members of the church. They are to be used to serve one another. 
Trans: Thirdly...
III.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHUCH MUST EXERCISE HIS/HER GIFT/S AS A STEWARDSHIP 
FROM GOD AND IN A WAY THAT GLORIFIES THE OWNER - GOD. 
A.
Biblical Reference – 1Pet 4:10-11 (READ).

B.
If God is to be glorified in the exercise of gifts, then it must be done in the way that glorifies God. And one of the ways in doing that is exercise even the gift of service in dependence of the strength that God supplies through the Holy Spirit. In doing that, God, who owns the gift, will be glorified in Jesus Christ.
Trans: Fourthly

IV.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH MUST EXERCISE HIS/HER GIFT/S IN THE SPIRIT OF 
LOVE.

A.
This issue is so important that Paul sets the chapter of love in the context of his treatment of the use and exercise of spiritual gifts. 1Cor 13:1-3 (necessity of love); 4-7 (characteristics of love); 8-13 (permanence of love).
B.
Therefore, love is paramount in the exercise of gifts. Without love, our gifts, service, and sacrifices comes and amounts to nothing.

Trans:
Fifthly...
V.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH MUST NEVER FEEL SUPERIOR OR INFERIOR WITH THE GIFT/S HE/SHE HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD.
A.
Biblical Reference – 1Cor 12:13-14, 15-27 (READ). 
B.
According to Paul, the diversity of the gifts within the body of Christ was designed by God so that each member might have interdependence one with another and care for one another. The diversity was intended to produce unity. Therefore, each member of the church must never feel superior or inferior with respect to whatever gift/s he/she has received from God.

Trans: Sixthly...  
VI.
EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH MUST SOBERLY ASSESS THE GIFT/S HE OR SHE HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD. 
....The text that deals with this extensively is Rom 12. 
A. In Rom 12:1, Paul begins to draw out the rich ethical implications of the gospel that he has been expounding and defending – (READ). 
B. And if we, Christians are to do that, then there is one thing that is essential – Rom 12:2 (READ). 

C. Then in Rom 12:3-8, Paul deals with matter of gifts. 

1.
In Rom 12:3, Paul calls Christians to assess soberly whatever gift or function God has particularly given them in the body (READ). We all have the natural and sinful tendency to think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think. But Paul calls all Christians to avoid that. And he exhorts commands us to exercise soberly judgment in assessing our gifts and grace. 

2.
And why is this sober assessment necessary? Rom 12:3-5 (READ). Each member has a particular function in the body. All do not have the same function. Therefore, each member must know what his/her function is in the body. For what will happen if the eye thinks that it is an ear? Or what will happen if the feet thinks that it is a hand? Or what will happen if the nose think it is the mouth? Disaster. The body will never really be able to function properly. Thus each member must soberly assess what his/her gift or special function is in the body.
D.
But how are you and I to soberly assess our individual gift/s or special function in the body? Curiously, the question is answered by the text itself – Rom 12:6-8 (READ).
1.
Except for prophecy, which has to do with speaking direct and infallible revelations from God, a gift that was present during the apostolic era and prior to the completion of the Bible, all the other gifts mentioned here are duties and responsibilities that all Christians are to perform. 
a.
“serving” (v. 7) – are all to serve? Gal 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brethren, only do not turn your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”
b.
“teaching” (v. 7) – are all to teach? Not publicly but privately –yes. Col 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell richly within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another...”

c.
“exhorting” (v. 8) – are all to exhort? Not publicly but privately – yes. Heb 3:13 “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today”, so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” And the Greek word translated as “encourage” in Heb 3 is the same Greek word use in Rom 12 and translated “exhort”.
d.
“giving” (v. 8) – are all to give? Of course. This is not something that only those who have the gift should do.
e.
“leading” (v.8) - are all to lead?  Yes. For even mothers will have to provide some leadership over the home. Thus children are commanded to obey not just their fathers but also their mothers. Also in 1Tim 5:14, younger widows are exhorted to “get married, bear children, keep house”. And the word “keep house” could also be translated “rule or direct a household’. Although the husband is head over the wife, and yet, both of them together provide leadership in the home. 
d.
“showing mercy” (v.8) – are all to show mercy? Of course. That is not only something the gifted should do. 
2.
So what then does this teach about gifts? Gifts are special aptitudes or areas of strength. It has to do with a special function. Illustration: Think of Basketball. All 5 players should dribble, rebound, pass the ball, shoot, guard, etc. However, each of these players has a particular area of strength or aptitude. That area of strength is a gift. That is also true of gifts within the body of Christ. 
3.
So how then are you to soberly asses what you particular gift is? Just do what God says all Christians must do. And as you do them, you and others will just begin you see what your specific area of strength is. 
4.
Once you discover, with the help of others, what your gift is, then cultivate it, harness it, and fully utilize it for the good and building up of the body, without neglecting all the other duties God has commanded you do in the church.
Conclusion – Congregational nurture includes both general and specialized activities. General congregational nurture primarily involves ministering God’s word to one another and praying for one another. Specialized congregational nurture involves the exercise of special function God has given each member within the body of Christ. May God give us the wisdom to implement these biblical teachings for the building up of the body of Christ.
